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News Release 

MERCURY TO PERFORM ROMANTIC FAVORITES BY SCHUBERT AND DVOŘÁK 

 

(Houston, TX) November 7, 2016:  Artistic Director Antoine Plante and Mercury perform Dvořák’s 

String Serenade and Schubert’s Quintet in C Major on November 19 at 8 PM at the Wortham 

Center’s Cullen Theater. These colorful works, bursting with emotion, are brought to life under the bows 

of Mercury’s full string section. Dvořák’s light and lively serenade is among his most popular works and 

the sublime “Cello Quintet”, one of Schubert’s final works, is a masterpiece -- a wealth of complex 

harmonies and delicate tenderness. To purchase tickets or for more information visit 

www.mercuryhouston.org or call 713.533.0080.  

ABOUT MERCURY 

Founded in 2000, Mercury has a mission to serve the community by celebrating the power of music, 

Baroque and beyond, teaching, sharing and performing with passion, intimacy and excellence. The 

orchestra offers performances of a broad repertoire of music on period instruments and has garnered 

critical acclaim around the world through innovative and accessible performances, domestic and 

international tours, and groundbreaking music education programs. 

What makes a Mercury performance unique? 

Mercury musicians perform on period instruments similar in style and sound to those used by composers 

of the Baroque, Classical, and early Romantic periods. Differences between modern and period 

instruments can be seen in the string section where players use gut rather than steel strings and often 

utilize a Baroque bow that is shorter and more curved than a modern bow. Brass instruments have no 

valves and are more modest in shape than their modern equivalents, and the timpani drums utilize 

leather skins rather than synthetic heads. Perhaps the most recognizable differences can be seen in the 

woodwind section; these instruments have fewer keys and are actually crafted from wood as opposed to 

metal or plastic like many modern instruments. Mercury chooses to perform with period instruments to 

create a distinctive and exciting sound, true to the composer’s intent. Mercury musicians also perform 

standing to better express the passion and vitality of the music. All of this provides a singular listening 

experience for our audience. 
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